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VISIT THE TOURIST ROUTE IN THE WIELICZKA SALT MINE 


Visiting hours | 730a. m.- 7.30p.m. 8.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. | 7.30a.m.- 1 45pm. 8.00 a.m. - 2.00 p.m m. 


Route closed Jan. 1, Nov. 1, Dec. 24—25, 
Easter Sunday 





The ticket includes a visit to the underground exhibition 
of the Cracow Salt Mine Museum. 





THE SALT MINE IN WIELICZKA 


The salt mine in Wieliczka is one of the 
most interesting and best known tourist 
venues in Poland. Visitors come to see with 
their own eyes the effects of almost nine 
centuries of underground mining of salt. 
For many tourists from all over the world 
Wieliczka is often a symbol of Poland. 

The salt mine constitutes unique 
evidence of material culture, which was 
corroborated in 1978, when it was entered 
on UNESCO's first World Heritage List. Two 
years earlier, it had been entered on the 
Polish List of Historic Heritage, and in 1994 
it was recognised as a historic monument 
by President Lech Watesa. 

The salt mine is a complex of excavated 
workings, on floors from one to nine, at the 
depth from 64 to 327 metres. It consists of 
over 300 kilometres of galleries and about 
3000 chambers of total cubic capacity ca 
7.5 million cubic metres. What has been 
recognised as the historic part is the 
complex of workings formed in the course 
of centuries and located in the central 
section of the mine. It includes floors from 
one to five (4.5 million cubic metres of 
caverns). It is a particularly interesting area, 
as it includes the workings which present 
the evolution of the methods of mining salt 
in various periods of history. 

Everything began ca 13,5 million years 
ago, in the Miocene period, when the 
crystallisation of salt dissolved in sea water 
began. Precipitated salt deposits, together 
with rocks which usually accompany salt, 
filled the area known as the Pre-Carpathian 
Sink. Later, in the result of intensive tec- 
tonic processes, including the uplift of the 


Carpathian Mountains, saliferous deposits 
were shifted and folded. 

The salt deposit in Wieliczka consists 
of two parts: its upper stratum is of the 
block type, and the lower stratum is the 
stratified type. 

Salt was mined in Wieliczka from the 
Middle Ages until 1996. Before rock-salt 
deposits were reached, salt was obtained 
by boiling brine from surface salt springs. 
This method of obtaining salt was known 
in that area already 3500 years B.C. As 
surface sources of brine became gradually 
exhausted, people started searching for 
brine underground, sinking wells deeper 
and deeper, until they reached the first 
blocks of rock-salt. 

From its very beginning until 1772, 
the salt mine in Wieliczka was a part 
of a venture which was the property 
of the Duke of Cracow, and then of the 
King of Poland. In the years 1772-1918, 
the Salina (as salt mines were then 
called) were administered by the Austrian 
authorities. Then, when Poland regained 
independence, they became the property 
of the Polish State. 

The Wieliczka Salt Mine is a tourist venue 
of world renown. It was visited already in 
the fifteenth century, but tourism in the 
modern sense started at the turn of the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The 
Tourist route was laid out, and records of 
visitors were kept in special books. For 
centuries the mine has been visited by 
political leaders, scientists and artists. Each 
year, around 1 million tourists of various 
ages from all over the world visit the mine. 
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INFORMATION CONCERNING VISITING THE MINE 


Situation of Wieliczka 
and how to get there 


Wieliczka is situated 10 km to the south-east from 
the centre of Cracow at Route E-40 (national road 
No. 4). It can be easily accessed from the Wieliczka 
junction of the south orbital motorway. From the 
city centre, from the Main Railway Station, minibuses 
leave about every five minutes and there is Cracow 
city bus No. 304 (from ul. Kurniki). You may also take 
a train to Wieliczka from Cracow’s Main Railway Sta- 
tion (Several trains a day), or go by Cracow city buses 
Nos. 204 and 244, which connect the tram terminal 
at Borek Fatecki in Cracow with Wieliczka. 
Visiting the mine 

The Tourist Route in the Wieliczka Salt Mine con- 
sists of 22 chambers connected by galleries, of total 
length ca. 2 km. Visiting takes about two hours. 

The mine can be visited only with a guide. A 
group on the Tourist Route can number up to 35 
persons, a group on the Geological Route up to 10. 
The temperature in the mine is stable, ca 14 
degrees Celsius. 

In the mine visitors must follow mining rules, 
that is, smoking is prohibited and so is using 
open fire. 

The advantage in visiting the mine is that it 
is independent of the weather. Therefore it is 
recommended to visit it in autumn and winter, 
when there are fewer tourists. 

In the annex near the entrance there are toilets 
free of charge, and on the route in the mine there 
are three toilet facilities. 


Booking and tickets 


A tourist group should book its visit in advance 
with the Tourist Organisation Office. It is necessary 
in order to provide a guide and reserve time for the 
visit. Groups without booking are admitted 
depending on the traffic, and may be asked to wait. 

Individual tourists do not have to book in 
advance, and have to wait until a group of 35 
persons is formed (maximum 60 min.). 


Tours with foreign language guides 


For individual foreign tourists there are special 

tours with guides speaking a foreign language: 

— English: June and September, 9 a.m., 11.30 a.m., 
12.30 p.m., 1.45 p.m., 3 p.m., 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
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In July and August: open 8.30 a.m. — 6 p.m., 
admission every 30 minutes, and from October 
to May, 10 a.m., 11.00 a.m., 11.30 a.m., 12.30 p.m., 
1.45 p.m., 3.00 p.m. and 5.00 p.m. 

— German: July, August and September 10.45 a.m., 
2.15 p.m. and 4 p.m., and from October to June 
10.45 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

— French: July and August 10.15 a.m., 12 (Noon) and 
3.15 p.m. 

— Italian: July 1 p.m., and August 9.45 a.m., 1 p.m. 
and 3.45 p.m. 

— Russian: January 11.15 a.m., July and August 11.15 
a.m. and 4.15 p.m. 

— Spanish: August 11.20 a.m. 


Addresses and telephones 

Kopalnia Soli „Wieliczka” — Trasa Turystyczna Sp. z 

o.o. (Wieliczka Salt Mine — Tourist Route LTD), ul. 

Daniłowicza 10, 32-020 Wieliczka, Poland, 
www.kopalnia.pl 

Office (Sekretariat): phone +48 12-278-73-75; fax 
+48 12-278-73-80; 
e-mail: sekretariatakopalnia.pl 

Information, booking, ticket sale: 

Dział Organizacji Ruchu Turystycznego (Tourist 
Organisation Office): phone +48 12-278-73-02, +48 
12-278-73-66; fax +48 12-278-73-33, 
e-mail: turystyka@kopalnia.pl 

Group bookings: 
phone +48 12-278-75-44; fax +48 12-278-75-45; 
e-mail: rezerwacja@kopalnia.pl 

Marketing Office: phone +48 12-278-73-12; fax +48 
12-278-/3-13; 
e-mail: marketing@kopalnia.pl 

Organising events: phone +48 12-278-73-32, +48 
12-278-73-92; fax +48 12-278-73-93; 
e-mail: imprezy@kopalnia.pl 

Biuro Promocji (Promotion Office), ul. Wiślna 12a 
(near the Market Square), 31-007 Kraków, phone 
+48 12-426-20-50; fax +48 12-426-20-51; 
e-mail: biuro.promocji@kopalnia.pl 

Podziemny Osrodek Rehabilitacyjno-Leczniczy 
(Underground Rehabilitation and Medical 
Centre, Non-Public Healthcare Facility) in the 
Wieliczka Salt Mine, Park Kingi 1, bulding I, 32- 
-020 Wieliczka, Poland: phone +48 12-278-73-68; 
fax +48 12-288-27-73; e-mail: sanatorium@ 
kopalnia.pl; www.sanatorium.kopalnia.pl 


The top of the Danito- 
wicz Shaft, sunk in the 
years 1635-1640 
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The Tourist Route includes the most beautiful 
chambers and galleries, underground chapels 
and lakes in the mine. It consists of 22 cham- 
bers connected by galleries, ca. 2 km long, 
located in the vicinity of the Danitowicz Shaft, 


from floor one (64 m deep) to floor three (135 
m deep). It is the particularly historic part of 
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the mine, with workings showing the evolu- 
tion in the methods in mining salt and mining 
protection devices from the seventeenth to 
twentieth century. The impressive chambers 
on the Tourist Route, as well as the unique 
chapels and art objects, are certainly worth 
visiting in the mine. 


THE DANIŁOWICZ SHAFT 


This shaft was sunk in the years 1635-1640, 
when Mikołaj Daniłowicz was the supervisor 
of the mine. In the nineteenth century, under 
the Austrian administration, it was renamed 
the Rudolf Shaft, in honour of the son of the 
Emperor Francis Joseph. 

Initially, it served exclusively for hauling 
salt to the surface, and from the nineteenth 
century it began to serve as communication 
shaft for mine officials and for visitors. On the 
surface, above the shaft opening, was a hor- 
se-operated treadmill - a wooden hauling 


machine, cased in wood, which was charac- 
teristic of mining towns. 

In 1874 the treadmill was replaced with a 
steam engine, and the shaft top house was 
built of brick. After World War II, an electric 
hauling machine was installed. The Danito- 
wicz Shaft was repeatedly rebuilt and deepe- 
ned. Now it connects the surface with floor 
six (ca. 243 m underground). It has two sec- 
tions: with steps (ladders) and with the lift. 
Visitors walk down by steps (378) to the shaft 
bottom on floor one — Bono. 


THE DANIŁOWICZ SHAFT BOTTOM 


From the beginning of the route 0.140 km, floor one, depth 64m 


Here, after the guide provides information 
on health and safety during the tour, the 


Tourist Route in the mine begins. The shaft 
bottom is the starting point of the PILGRIMS’ 
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Top of the Antonia 
Shaft linking floor one 
with floor two (135 m 
in depth) 





ROUTE, announced by a granite plaque Metropolitan Archbishop of Cracow, Cardinal 
reading: God Bless — the First Underground Stanisław Dziwisz, during the time when Ka- 
Pilgrims’ Route in the Wieliczka Salt Mine, jetan d’Obyrn was President of the Manage- 
opened on 6 January 2010, blessed by the ment Board of the Wieliczka Salt Mine’ 


THE ANTONIA SHAFT TOP 


From the beginning of the route 0.160 km, floor one, depth 63.8 m 


The inter-floor Antonia Shaft links floorone shaped cylindrically, were rolled from the 
with floor three (depth 135 m). The recon- places of extraction to the inter-floor shafts 
structed shaft-top device illustrates the and transported through them to higher 
ancient methods of vertical transport. levels, subsequently to be lifted to the 
Blocks of salt, which were deliberately surface. 


Fragment of the Ur- 
szula Chamber, used 
for extraction between 
1649 and 1685 





THE URSZULA CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 0.220 km, floor one, depth 63.8 m 


The chamber was excavated in the upper 
part of a large mass of green salt, the same 
in whose lower part the Michałowice Cham- 
ber was made later on. Miners extracted salt 
here using handheld tools between 1649 
and 1685. In 1830, the chamber was in- 
cluded in the then tourist route and named 
Upper Urszula. In the early 20th century, the 
space of the chamber was secured with 


timber props and excluded from sightsee- 
ing. It was only in 2009 when this historic 
excavation was made accessible to visitors 
again, following completion of more secu- 
rity works and reconstruction of the shaft 
top device required for the vertical transport 
of salt (placed above the shaft linking the 
Urszula Chamber with the Michatowice 
Chamber below). 


THE NICHOLAS COPERNICUS CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 0.335 km, floor one, depth 64.4 m 


The chamber was named after Nicholas Co- 
pernicus, the great Polish astronomer, who 
most probably visited the mine in 1493, when 
he was a student at the Cracow Academy, 
now the Jagiellonian University. 

In the central part of the chamber is a 
monument to the astronomer, erected to 
mark the five hundredth anniversary of his 
birthday. It was carved in a block of green salt 
by Wtadystaw Hapek in 1973. 

Salt ceased to be mined in this working in 
the mid-eighteenth century. Then it housed 





a horse-operated treadmill, a wooden device 
which hauled salt from lower floors to floor 
one, and then to the surface. 

The chamber, excavated in a block of 
green salt, has survived owing to special 
timber protective structures known as cribs. 
They are made ofwooden beams which sup- 
portthe roofs of excavated chambers, asthey 
counteract the pressure of the rock mass. 
Wood, which was used for machines and 
protection, was an ideal material, as it was 
impregnated by salt. 


Nicholas Copernicus, 
rock-salt sculpture 
by Władysław Hapek 
(1973) 
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St. Anthony’s Chapel 
(1690-1710), rock-salt 


sculptures of St. Francis 
(left) and St. Dominic, in 
the background the High 
Altar with Christ Crucified 





ST. ANTHONY’S CHAPEL 


From the beginning of the route 0.390 km, floor one, depth 63.8 m 


Work underground always meant great 
danger to the miners’ lives. Therefore they 
built underground chapels, where they 
heard Mass every morning. 

St. Anthony’s Chapel was made in the 
years 1690-1710 in the Baroque style. It is 
the oldest of the preserved underground 
chapels. The first service was said there in 
1698. Because of the ongoing process of 
leaching (dissolving) of the salt interior, It 
was necessary to continue restoration 
works in later periods. The most recent 
conservation works took place in the 1960s 
and 1970s. The portal and the steps leading 
to the Chapel were replaced again, as well 
as parts of the columns and sculptures of 
the Saints in the anteroom. In 1961 the ac- 
cess to the Danitowicz Shaft was surround- 
ed with a wall made of salt blocks, which 
cut off the stream of moist air to the chapel 
interior. A new entrance, decorated with a 
salt portal, was made from the Janowice 
Chamber. 

The chapel interior is divided into the 


presbytery, nave and anteroom, where the 
rock-salt sculptures, altars and pulpit are 
displayed. It was dedicated to St. Anthony, 
the patron saint of the searchers and ore 
miners. In the High Altar are the figures of 
Christ Crucified, Madonna and Child, and 
St. Anthony. In the side niches, among 
columns, are the figures of St. Stanislaus of 
Szczepanów and St. Clement. In the pres- 
bytery are the sculptures of King August II 
and a Passion scene, much obliterated. In a 
similar condition are two altars on both 
sides of the nave. One of them was dedi- 
cated to St. Peter of Alcantara, the other to 
St. Casimir. 

The anteroom, which was the place for 
the miners, was separated from the pres- 
bytery and nave with an arcade and a bal- 
ustrade. It contains the freestanding figures 
of SS. Francis, Dominic, Paul and Peter, as 
well as the pulpit carved in rock-salt. 

In spite of conservation works, architec- 
tural details and sculptures become gradu- 
ally obliterated. 


THE JANOWICE CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 0.395 km, floor one, depth 63.8 m 


The chamber was excavated in a block of 
salt in the mid-seventeenth century. In 1967 
six lifesize figures were placed there, carved 
by Mieczystaw Kluzek. They present the 
most appealing of the Wieliczka legends, 
which tells about the discovery of rock-salt 
in Poland. Salt was discovered in that area 
in the mid-thirteenth century, in the reign 
of the Duke of Cracow and Sandomierz, 
Boleslaus the Chaste, and his wife Kinga. 
According to the legend, Kinga, daughter 
of Bela IV, King of Hungary, received as her 
dowry one of the salt mines in Marmaros. 
She cast her engagement ring into the 


mine. Her ring, together with salt deposits, 
miraculously traveled to Wieliczka. Having 
arrived in Poland, Kinga ordered to dig ina 
particular place. Following her order, miners 
started digging, and in the first block of salt 
they found her ting. Since then salt has been 
plentiful in Poland. Kinga, the patroness 
of miners, was canonised in 1999 by Pope 
John Paul Il. 

Visitors are introduced into medieval 
times by a mini-show, which using computer- 
operated light and, sound takes them back 
in time to the legendary beginnings of the 
Wieliczka mine. 


The Janowice Chamber (1* half of the 17" c.), rock-salt sculptures, ‘The Great Legend, by the miner sculptor 
Mieczystaw Kluzek (1967) 














The Burnt Out (Spalone) Chamber (17"-18" c.). Rock-salt sculptures, ‘The Penitents’ (Mieczysław Kluzek, 1972) 


THE BURNT OUT (SPALONE) CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 0.440 km, floor one, depth 64.3 m 


The name of the chamber refers to the fire 
which raged in this part of the mine and 
destroyed the timber protective structures. 
It was excavated in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. 

It presents in a visual way the caving 
danger which may occur underground in 
the mine. The rock mass, working all the 
time, exerts pressure on the spaces excavated 
by the miners. It can be seen in wooden pit 
props which were broken like matches. 
Another danger, caused by methane, is 
illustrated by the figures of Penitents, carved 
by the miner sculptor Mieczystaw Kluzek in 
1972. 

Methane (CH,) is a gas lighter than air, 
which accumulates around the roof of wor- 
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kings. It is released from the rock mass at the 
excavation of salt. Combining with air, in 
specific proportions, it makes an explosive 
mixture, which explodes in contact with fire. 
Methane was particularly dangerous in the 
old times, when there were no efficient 
methods of ventilating the mine, and oil 
lamps with open fire were used to light the 
mine. This dangerous gas was eliminated by 
burning it out. It was performed by experienced 
miners, called Penitents, who dressed in wet 
clothes, with torches on long poles, crawled 
on the floor of workings. 

Since 1999, visitors to the chamber may take 
part in a mini son et lumiere spectacle, which 
presents the horrible dangers the Wieliczka 
miners had to confront for centuries. 








The Sielec Chamber, (1* half 
of the 17" c.) section of the 
exposition of old mining 
transport devices 


THE SIELEC CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 0.570 km, floor one, depth 64.5 m 


The Sielec Chamber was excavated in a 
Stratified red bronze salt sliver in the mid- 
-seventeenth century. In the next century 
its lower parts were flooded, and only in 
the mid-nineteenth century it was secured 
and included into the tourist route as it was 
at the time. At the entrance, on the right, 
miners once placed a chromolithograph of 
Our Lady the Victorious. 

Of great interest is the collection of the 
authentic devices used to transport salt in 
underground galleries, such as wooden carts, 
known as Hungarian dogs, and the special 
sledge. For many centuries miners themselves 
transported excavated material, until horses 


were used for the purpose. From the sixteenth 
century, horses were employed both in vertical 
and horizontal transport. The last of them, 
called Baska, left the mine in 2002. Fine salt was 
put into barrels and then placed on the sledge. 
From the 1780s boxes and carts were pushed 
along wooden rails, that is, beach planks 
placed parallel along the track. Large blocks 
of salt were fashioned as barrel shaped rolls, 
which made it easier to roll them with wooden 
poles to the places where treadmills operated. 
In 1861, horizontal transport acquired railway 
carts, which were first drawn by horses and 
then, starting from the 1920s, by battery and 
traction locomotives. 





The Casimir the Great Cham- 
ber (worked from ca 1743) 
treadmill of the Saxon type 
(18% c.) 
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THE CASIMIR THE GREAT CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 0.640 km, floor one, depth 63.3 m 


Excavations started here in the mideigh-teenth 
century, when a block of green salt was worked. 
In 1968 it was given the name of Casimir the 
Great, six hundred years after the king 
proclaimed the statute for the Cracow Salina. 
That act regulated the custo-mary mining law 
and the management of the salt mines in 
Wieliczka and Bochnia, as well as the Saltworks 
and the whole venture. The chief manager, 
either as an administrator or leaseholder, 
oversawinthename ofthe king the exploitation 
and sale of salt. In the old times salt was very 
expen-sive as it was used not only for seasoning 
but also as the basic food preservation agent. 
In the fifteenth century, the profits from the 
Salina amounted to one third of the total royal 
revenue. Owing to this, for many centuries a 
number of city houses were built in Cracow, as 
well as the Renaissance Wawel Castle and 
numerous churches and monasteries. 


The Casimir the Great 
Chamber, bust of the 
King, who ordered to 
write down the customary 
rights of Wieliczka min- 
ers in 1368, rock-salt 
sculpture by Wtadystaw 
Hapek (1968) 
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The bust of King Casimir the Great in this 
chamber was carved by Władysław Hapek 
in 1968. 

The chamber has been protected with 
cribs and close-set timbering, consisting of 
closely set props. In its central part is the 
horse-operated treadmill of the Saxon type, 
which is an authentic eighteenth-century 
wooden machine, which used to haul salt 
from lower to upper floors. The treadmill 
could haul up to two tons, so it could hoist 
huge salt rolls. The device consists of a vertical 
shaft with a rope drum, four tractive arms 
with a bridle for the horse, and a shoe-brake 
with steering levers. The most important part 
of the treadmill is the device with two wheels, 
which changes the movement of the rope 
from the horizontal to vertical direction. Left 
from the entrance to the chamber there is the 
reconstructed horse stable. 
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The Kunegunda Gallery, 
model of a Neolithic salt- 
works and the village of 
the first farmers in the 
Wieliczka area (5500- 
-3500 B.C.) 


THE KUNEGUNDA GALLERY 


From the beginning of the route 0.690 km, floor one, depth 64.5 m 


The model of a Neolithic village (5500-3500 
B.C.) was made following archaeological 
findings in the Wieliczka area. 

It shows a village with the characteristic 
hall houses, small fields and pens for do- 
mestic animals. In the foreground is the 
figure of a Neolithic stone-cutter, who works 
flint to make it into sharp farming tools. 

Apartfrom farming and keeping domestic 
animals, the Neolithic people also made salt. 
Many centuries before the discovery of rock- 
-salt, evaporated salt was produced from 
brine on the surface. 

In the central part of the exposition, a 
Neolithic saltworks was reconstructed, which 
consisted of grooves, decanters, saggars on 
the furnace, and briquetting devices. 

The evaporating process began by 
making in the ground special grooves, which 
directed brine to rectangular decanters; 
hence it was scooped and poured into clay 
pots which were placed on the furnace. 


When the evaporation process ended, the 
thick salt mass was put into briquetting 
devices (small cup-shaped vessels), in which 
it solidified. 

Evaporated salt was produced in the 
Wieliczka area also in the later prehistoric 
periods and in the Early Middle Ages, when 
wells had to be sunk to draw up brine by 
crane. From the twelfth century salt was 
evaporated in metal pans. After the discovery 
of rock-salt (mid-thirteenth century), eva- 
porated salt continued to be produced. It 
was abandoned as late as 1724, and resumed 
shortly before World War I, in a relatively 
modern vacuous saltworks. Brine was then 
obtained by leaching the deposit with water, 
first by spraying salt blocks with water, later 
by chamber and hole leaching. 

In 2003 a new and modern plant for 
utilising underground waters was opened, 
which took over the functions of the almost 
a hundred years old saltworks. 
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THE PIESKOWA SKALA CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 0.745 km, floor one and upper two, 
depth 65.0 (top), 90.7 (bottom) 


The Pieskowa Skata Chamber is among the 
most beautiful places in the mine. The 
Stratified deposit began to be mined in the 
seventeenth century, which resulted in the 
space linking floor one (Bono) with floor 
upper two (the Markowski Brothers). 


The Pieskowa Skata 
Chamber (worked alre- 
ady in the 17* c.), recon- 
structed devices for trans- 
porting salt in barrels, in 
the Krzysztofory Shaft 


The chamber has numerous caverns and 
niches, as well as ‘salt combs’ with visible 
gashes. They were left by the miners who used 
small pickaxes to knock off pure salt from hu- 
ge joints. On the sill of the chamber are steps 
hewn in the rock, by which miners carried small 
lumps of salt in bags or wooden troughs. Then 
it was put into barrels with wooden shovels 
and rammers, to take it up to the surface. 
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In the central part of the chamber is the 
small Krzysztofory Shaft, with a hand- 
-operated cross (a wooden device which 
hoisted salt to the upper floors). The idea to 
arrange the interior of the chamber in this 
way was to present to visitors the atmosphere 





of the real and working mine. The recon- 
structed devices may be set in motion and 
serviced by visitors. 

The visual attractiveness of the chamber 
results from the most modern methods of 
securing exploited caverns, which allows to 
preserve the historic workings in the original 
condition. In order to prevent slipping of the 
walls, epoxide glass rods over ten metres long 
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are introduced into the rock mass. They are 
secured with resin glue, which provides 





The Pieskowa Skata 
Chamber, section of the 
exposition showing hand- 
-operated transport of 
salt in the mine long ago 


efficient strengthening of the walls and roofs 
of workings. 


THE KUNEGUNDA TRAVERSE 


From the beginning of the route 0.825 km, floor upper two, depth 90.7 m 


We descend the stairs in the Pieskowa Skata 
Chamber to 90 metres underground, to floor 
upper two. We are greeted by two gnomes, 
carved in rock-salt by the miner sculptor Jozef 
Markowski in the early twentieth century. 

In the Kunegunda Traverse the authentic 
wooden drains have been preserved, which 
carried out underground water leaks. Water 
was directed to vats, from where it was 
transported to special tanks. From shaft 
bottoms water was carried to the surface in 





leather bags or in wooden buckets. Until the 
mid-twentieth century the Water Hill Shaft 
operated in Wieliczka; it was used only to 
transport brine to the surface. 

Information concerning first attempts 
to mechanise the vertical transport of 
mine waters has been preserved in written 
sources from the early sixteenth century. 

One of such devices which have been re- 
constructed in the Wieliczka mine is to be found 
in the work by G. Agricola, De re metallica libri XII, 


The Kunegunda Traver- 
se, reconstructed device 
known as paternoster, 
which pumped up under- 
ground water leaks 
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published in Basle in 1556. In a wooden tube, one 
of its ends immersed in water, moved a chain 
turned on a drum; it had leather knots, and that 
is why it resembled a rosary, and hence its name 
— paternoster. Owing to the movement of the 
chain, a column of water was drawn up, which 
was between one and the next stopper. One 
such device could draw up water from the depth 
of 60 metres. Its disadvantage was considerable 
resistance caused by the friction produced by 


The Kunegunda Shaft Bot- 
tom, rock-salt sculptures 
showing a group of gno- 
mes, by the miner sculptor 
Stefan Kozik (1962-1964) 


stoppers brushing the walls of the tube, which 
resulted in their abrasion and deformation, and 
therefore in leakage and lower efficiency. 

At the Kunegunda Traverse the old working 
has been arranged as the FOREMAN'S OFFICE. 
Such posts were made at holes in the ground, 
old workings and in places where works went 
on for a long time, and were used by foremen 
who supervised excavation. Inside there was a 
wooden bench, a writing pulpit, etc. 





THE KUNEGUNDA SHAFT BOTTOM 


From the beginning of the route 0.845 km, floor upper two, depth 90.8 m 


The bottom of the small Kunegunda Shaft dates 
to the mid-nineteenth century. It transported 
salt from chambers on floor upper two (the 
Markowski Brothers) to floor one (Bono). 

In the 1960s figures of gnomes were placed 
there, which represent old miners who crushed 
salt and carried it up, carters and carpenters. 
The rock-salt figures were carved by Stefan 
Kozik. The gnomes fascinate the youngest 
visitors, and are believed to be friendly spirits 
who guard the salt treasure and help the 
miners. 

Computer-operated lights, gnomes’ voices 
and music introduce the fairytales lovers into 
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the world of Saltland — the vast underground 
area inhabited by gnomes, the Warden and 
other figures. 

The Kunegunda Shaft Bottom is one of the 
many places in the mine where the phenomena 
of the secondary crystallisation of salt can 
be observed. They result from precipitation 
of salt compounds from its water solutions 
which circulate in the rock mass. Depending 
on circumstances, they take the forms of 
stalactites and stalagmites, ‘salt hair’ or various 
dripstones and accretions. The wide range of 
these colourful forms gives the mine interior 
its unique charm. 





The Holy Cross Chapel 
(mid-19" c.), altar with 
the wooden sculpture of 
Christ Crucified (19* c.) 


THE HOLY CROSS CHAPEL 


From the beginning of the route 0.875 km, floor upper two, depth 91.0 m 


The second chapel on the Tourist Route 
is the Holy Cross Chapel. The chamber in 
which it was furnished was opened in the 
mid-nineteenth century and was then named 
after the Emperor Francis Joseph. 

The varied furnishing of the chapel was 
made of items from several sites of religious 
observance places in the mine. The altar was 
placed in a niche surrounded by a wooden 
structure and topped with an arc. The 
structure rests on two rock-salt columns, with 
capitels decorated with fine floral motifs. In 
the centre of the altar is the wooden sculpture 
of Christ Crucified (19° c.) In front of the 
mensa are two much obliterated figures 
of kneeling monks, which in all probability 
come from St. Kunegunda’s Chapel in 
the Boczaniec Chamber. Opposite is the 
polychrome figure of Our Lady the Victorious, 
a fine seventeenth-century work by a local 
Baroque master, which in the 1730s was 
situated in the chapel of the Lizak Chamber. 
The interior is lit by a chandelier made of 
wood and salt crystals in the second half of 
the nineteenth century. 





Onthe right, at the entrance to the chamber, 
are marks of wedges which were used when 
salt was mined by hand. A rectangular prism 
of salt was marked out and then loosened with 
wooden or iron wedges. 


The Holy Cross Chapel, wooden figure of Our Lady 
the Victorious (17" c.) 








St. Kinga’s Chapel, rock-salt monument of Pope John 
Paul Il (Stanistaw Aniot and team, 1999) 





St. Kinga’s Chapel, section of the High Altar, with the 
rock-salt figure of St. Kinga (Józef Markowski, 1914) 


ST. KINGA'S CHAPEL 


From the beginning of the route 0.915 km, floor upper two (top) 
and lower two (bottom), depth 91.6 (top) and 101.4 (bottom) 


St. Kinga's Chapel is the most impressive and 
opulent underground temple. It was laid outin 
1896, in the space created after the excavation 
of ahuge green salt block. It is over 54 metres 
long, 15-18 meters wide and 10-12 meters 
high. It links floor upper two (the Markowski 
Brothers) with floor lower two (Adam Mickie- 
wicz). It was furnished for almost seventy years 
(until 1963) by miner sculptors, of whom the 
best known are the Markowski Brothers and 
Antoni Wyrodek. 

In 1895-1920 it was mainly Józef Markowski, 
who worked on the architecture and sculpture 
decoration of the chapel. He carved the High 
Altar which consists of three parts. Initially, in 
the central part was a painting by Ferdynand 
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Olesiński, disciple of Jan Matejko, showing 
St. Kinga and the miner who hands her the ring 
extracted from a salt block. In 1914 the painting 
was replaced with the statue of St. Kinga, carved 
in rock-salt by Józef Markowski, and the walls 
behind it were decorated with halite crystals. 
In the lateral niches of the altar, between two 
pairs of columns, are the figures of St. Joseph, 
the patron of carpenters, and St. Clement, the 
patron of miners and the parish of Wieliczka. 
Józef Markowski made also the pulpit, whose 
base approximates Wawel Hill and its walls, 
together with the legendary dragon. In the 
presbytery, on the left, Józef Markowski placed 
the figure of Christ Crucified and two figures of 
kneeling monks. These were salt copies of the 


altar from St. Antony’s Chapel, displayed at the 
1900 Paris World's Fair. The other figures in this 
composition, i.e. Madonna and Child, and God 
the Father, were situated by the artist in the side 
chapel in the north wall (the chapel's former 
sacristy). On the opposite side, in the south wall, 
he carved the Resurrection Chapel. He also made 
two side altars, dedicated to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus and to the Heart of Our Lady. At the 
entrance to St. Kinga s Chapel, on the left side of 
the steps, Markowski placed the figure ofa miner 
with an oil lamp, and on the right, the figure of 
Our Lady of Lourdes. 

In 1920-1927 the works in the chapel were 
continued by Józef syounger brother, Tomasz 
Markowski. He carved the reliefs ‘Herod's 
Sentence’ and ‘The Massacre of the Innocents’, 
the figures of the Three Maries in the Resur- 
rection Chapel and a small relief of St. Kinga 
with a miner. 

In 1927-1936 the furnishing of the chapel was 
continued by Antoni Wyrodek. Working initially 
as a self-taught sculptor, he made the reliefs: 
‘Flight into Egypt’, ‘The Twelve-years-old Jesus 
Preaching in the Temple’, ‘On the Way to 
Bethlehem’, and ‘The Miracle at Cana-in-Galilee”. 
After graduating from the State School of 
Decorative Design and Art Industry, Wyrodek, 
as a professional artist, carved in rock-salt ‘The 
Last Supper’, after Leonardo da Vinci. In the 
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relief he demonstrated masterful perspective 
and faithful execution of details. The next works 
by this artist was the rocksalt floor and the 
balustrade which separates the presbytery 
from the nave. His last relief, Doubting Thomas, 
Wyrodek executed in the formist style. 

In the north part of the chapel is the 
Bethlehem Crib, which once had wooden 
figures carved by Jozef Markowski. After 
World War Il they were replaced with rock-salt 
figures carved by the miner sculptor Mie- 
czystaw Kluzek. 

An important decorative feature are 
chandeliers with salt crystals. 

Although it was planned to finish sculptural 
works in the chapel in 1963, it has appeared 
that the contemporary generation of miners 
continues working on its interior. In 1999 
Professor Czestaw Dzwigaj presented a project 
and model of a monument to Pope John Paul 
Il. Miner sculptor Stanistaw Aniot and his 
assistants Piotr Starowicz and Paweł Janowski 
carved this monument in rock-salt, to express 
thanks for the canonisation of St. Kinga. The 
miner sculptor Stanisław Anioł and his team 
carved itin rock-salt, thus paying thanksforthe 
canonisation of the Blessed Kinga. 

In the recent years (2002-2003) new 
sculptural projects were completed in the 
presbytery. In line with the tendency to have 


St. Kinga's Chapel, rock- 
-salt relief, The Miracle at 
Cana-in-Galilee’ (Antoni 
Wyrodek, 1929) 


Photograph, pp. 20-21; St. 
Kinga's Chapel, laid out in 
1896 > 
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To the left of the reliquary are the Arpad. 
arms (of the Kings of Hungary), and to the right, 
the arms of the Chapter of the Bishops of 


Cracow. 
Also, the small pulpit of God’s Word was 


made, as well as the papal throne, stalls and 
the papal cross. This cross, made of various 


entire furnishing made of rock-salt, the wooden 
altar table was replaced by a rock-salt mensa. 
In the front part of the liturgical table is a niche 
with the relics of St. Kinga, which were brought 
to Wieliczka in 1994 from the convent of the 
Poor Clares in Stary Sacz (initially they were in 


the High Altar). 
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9 — sculpture 


'Golgotha; 10 — balustrades; 11 — Papal Cross; 12 — altar mensa with the relics of St. Kinga; 13 — small pulpit 
of God's Word; 14 — stalls; 15 — High Altar, with the figures (from left) of SS. Joseph, Kinga and Clement; 


16 — memorial tablet; 17 - sacristy; 
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ST. KINGA’S CHAPEL: 1 - monument of Pope John Paul II; 2 — sculpture ‘Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes’; 
3 — figure of the miner with an oil lamp; 4 - relief ‘Doubting Thomas’; 5 - Resurrection Chapel; 6 — relief 


‘The Last Supper; 7 — Altar of the Heart of Our Lady; 8 — relief ‘Miracle at Cana-in-Galilee 





types of salt, symbolises all Polish salt mines: 
Wieliczka, Bochnia, Kłodawa and Sieroszowice. 

St. Kinga s Chapel, which is a unique gal- 
lery of rock-salt art and a concert hall, apart 
from providing visitors with aesthetic e expe- 
rience, is a living centre of religious observan- 
ces. Solemn Mass is said here on special 
occasions, and on 24" July (feast of St. Kinga) 
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4 December (feast of St. Barbara) and 24" 
December (Midnight Mass), as well as on each 
Sunday morning. 

The gallery which connects St. Kinga’s 
Chapel with the upper platform of the Stanistaw 
Staszic Chamber was dedicated to Pope John 
Paul Il in 2005, on the 25" anniversary of the 
foundation of the Solidarity Trade Union, and 
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18 — Papal Throne; 19 — pulpit; 20 - relief ‘On the Way to Bethlehem’; 21 — relief ‘The Twelve-years- 
-old Jesus Preaching in the Temple; 22 — altar of the Heart of Jesus; 23 — relief ‘Flight into Egypt; 
24 — sculpture ‘Christ Falling under the Cross’; 25 — Lady Chapel; 26 — sculpture ‘The Bethlehem Crib’; 
27 — relief ‘Massacre of the Innocents’; 28 - holy-water basin; 29 — relief ‘Herod’s Sentence’; 30 — figure 
of St. Barbara; 31 — figure of St. Kinga; 32 — relief of a miner presenting to St. Kinga a lump of salt with 


her ring; 33 - memorial tablets 
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St. Kinga’s Chapel, rock-salt relief, ‘The Last Supper’, after Leonardo da Vinci (Antoni Wyrodek, 1936- 
-1945) 


a memorial tablet was placed, designed by face of the earth by John Paul II, Pope from 
Stanisław Anioł, with the inscription: Grateful Poland, we dedicate it to His memory -members 
for invoking the Holy Spirit in order to renewthe ofthe Solidarity Trade Union in this mine. 


St. Kinga’s Chapel, rock-salt relief, ‘The Twelve-years-old Jesus Preaching in the Temple’ (Antoni Wyrodek, 
1927-1928) 








The Erazm Baracz Cham- 
ber (worked in the years 
1846-1866), salt lake and 
timber structures 


THE ERAZM BARACZ CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 1.030 km, floor lower two, depth 100.4 m 


The chamber is spectacular, and it contains 
interesting mining features. It was worked in 
the nineteenth century ina block of green salt. 
In the early twentieth century it was included 
in the Tourist Route. It was named after Erazm 
Baracz, Director of the mine in 1917-1918, and 
a well known Cracow art collector. 

Of particular interest is the rock-salt pillar, 
which was a natural method of securing 
workings after excavation. Miners used to 
leave rock-salt pillars in chambers, either 
at the walls or freestanding, as well as a 
protective layer of rock salt, its thickness 
varying from 0.70 m to 1.50 m. In this way 
a working was protected from caving. The 
technical condition of the walls was surveyed 
from a timber gallery which runs round the 
chamber near the roof. 

The Erazm Baracz Chamber is so alluring 
because of asmall salt lake, 9 metres deep. It 
is filled with brine, that is, a saturated solution 
of salt, which contains ca. 320 g of salt in a 
litre of water. 

Now salt is produced in Wieliczka from 
brine resulting from underground leaks in the 


mine. In the evaporating process table salt is 
produced, as well as bath salts and salts for 
the pharmaceutical industry. 

In the upper part of the Erazm Baracz 
Incline, the stretch between St Kinga's Chapel 
and the Erazm Baracz Chamber serves as the 
WAY OF THE CROSS called the WIELICZKA 
MINERS’ GOLGOTHA. It is a part of the 
‘God Bless’ Underground Pilgrims’ Route. 
The fourteen wooden reliefs forming the 
Way of the Cross were carved as a homage 
to the Polish Pope by Weliczka’s miner- 
sculptors Pawet Janowski, Piotr Starowicz 
and Jacek Talapka. The Way of the Cross was 
inaugurated by Cardinal Stanistaw Dziwisz 
on 2 April 2010, on the fifth anniversary of 
Pope John Paul lls death. Near the Erazm 
Barącz Chamber, a commemorative plaque 
was engraved in salt, reading: To John Paul I! 
the Great on the 5th anniversary of his passing 
to the Home of the Father, these stations of the 
Way of the Cross are offered by the staff of the 
Wieliczka Salt Mine. Consecrated by Cardinal 
Stanistaw Dziwisz, Metropolitan Archbishop 
of Cracow. 
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THE MICHALOWICE CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 1.250 km, floor lower two, depth 108.8 m 





The Michałowice Chamber (late 17" c. — mid-18* c.), 
a section of wooden casing 


THE DROZDOWICE CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 1.310 km, floor lower two, depth 110.6m 


This chamber, like the Michałowice Chamber 
nearby, resulted from excavating an almost 
vertical block of green salt, from the late 
seventeenth to the mid-eighteenth century. Work 
was carried by hand , using the wedge method, 
on the walls and floor. On the rock-salt walls, from 
which smaller lumps of salt were knocked off, the 
wedge marks have been preserved. In the early 
twentieth century the chamber was protected 
with cribs as well as by the timber two-floor 
construction, connected by platforms and 


26 


It is an unique working both because of its 
size and the way it was secured. It was created 
in the result of working almost a vertical pillar 
of green rock-salt from the late 17 to the 
middle of the18 century. From the very 
beginning, its size, and particularly its height, 
required special strengthening of its walls 
and roof. That is why cribs were constructed 
and walls of rock-salt cubes. From the 1870s 
to the early twentieth century an amazing 
huge casing of round timbers was constructed. 
It rests on two pillars which consist of sheaves 
of round timbers, and between them wooden 
stairs were built. 

Also, a wall of rock-salt cubes was erected, 
as well as the brick-and concrete casing of the 
Rarancza Traverse, which functions as a plat- 
form for the mine orchestra. 

In 1963, in the Michatowice Chamber the 
rock-salt figure of the miner was placed, 
carved in rock-salt by Mieczystaw Kluzek. 
Comprehensive conservation works were 
completed in this chamber in 2009. 


galleries. At the entrance, in one of the cribs, two 
niches were made, for memorial tablets with the 
texts of old songs sung by miners. 

Another tablet added in 1900, commemorates 
thefifteen-hundredth anniversary ofthe restitution 
of the Jagiellonian University, and emphasises the 
ancient strong bonds of the Alma Mater with the 
Wieliczka salt mine. Owing to the revenue from 
mining salt, the Polish kings could pay salaries to 
the professors of the Cracow Academy. 

In this chamber, between World War | and Il, 
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a museum exposition was arranged, which 
presented old tools and objects connected with 
mining in Wieliczka. 

In 1967, in the central part of the chamber, a 
monument by Antoni Wyrodek was placed, which 
shows two mine carpenters. 

In 2000, after renovation works which lasted 
ten years, the chamber was again included 
in the route for visitors. The protection works 
consisted in introducing securing rods of the 


The Drozdowice Chamber 
(turn of the 17 and 18* c.), 
rock-salt sculpture of two 
mine carpenters (Antoni 
Wyrodek, 1967) 
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total length of ca. 12 kilometres and replacing 
40 per cent of the hundred years old timber 
framework, also a crib was placed at the 
north wall of the chamber (capacity 128 cubic 
metres). 

Now the chamber hosts exhibitions, concerts 
and banquets. Further on is the Drozdowice 
IV Chamber, which, following reconstruction 
in 2007, has been adapted as training and 
conference premises. 


THE WEIMAR CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 1.360 km, floor lower two, depth 110m 


At the entrance to the chamber tourists are 
greeted by the monument of Johann Wolf- 
gang von Goethe, carved in 2001 by the mi- 
ner sculptor Józef Piotr Kowalczyk. From 
historical documents it is known that Goethe 
accompanied the Prince of Weimar on his visit 
to the Wieliczka Mine in 1790. 

The Weimar Chamber was created in the 
early twentieth century, after a block of green 
salt was excavated by the mechanical method. 
Salt was extracted in the typical way — from 
the top, and it was mined at lower and lower 


levels. Efficiency was achieved by blasting with 
gunpowder, and then cleaning side walls. 

The outlet of a gallery, visible at the roof of 
the working, is a part of a ventilation draught. 
In the 1960s the bottom of the chamber was 
flooded with brine, and thus a lake was made. 
The chamber was furnished with a viewing 
platform, galleries and stairs. 

At the brine lake, the figure of the Warden 
emerges from the dark. He is believed to be 
the good spirit of the mine. The sculpture, by 
the miner sculptor Stanistaw Aniot, was the 
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symbol of the Wieliczka mine at the World 
Exhibition EXPO-2000 in Hanover. Nearby 
was placed a cart with a block of rock-salt, 
which was ‘carved’ by the visitors to the Polish 
pavilion. 

In the Weimar Chamber a nostalgic son et 
lumiere mini-show is presented, which takes 
the visitors back to the times when the 
chamber was worked. 

The Wieliczka mine functions also as a 
sanatorium, for the micro-climate in the 


The Weimar Chamber (ear- 
ly 20" c.) with a brine lake 


underground spaces is particularly beneficial 
in the treatment of upper respiratory disor- 
ders, asthma and allergy. 

In 1997, in the Teodor Wessel Lake Chamber, 
on floor Ill (135 m deep) the only underground 
health and rehabilitation centre in Poland was 
opened. Owing to the active therapy in the 
Centre, the patients breathe in the air rich in 
sodium, calcium and magnesium chloride, 
and thus efficiently get rid of some disorders 
caused by civilisation. 


THE JOZEF PIŁSUDSKI CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 1.460 km, Kazanów, between floor, 
depth 120.1 m (top), 130.9 m (bottom) 


In the upper part of the chamber is the 
monument of Marshal Józef Piłsudski, carved 
in rock-salt by the miner sculptor Stanisław 
Anioł in 1997. The founder of the Polish Legions 
in World War I and the Polish Commander-in- 
Chief visited the Wieliczka mine in 1919. 

The working resulted from the excavation of 
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two adjacent blocks of green salt in the early 
nineteenth century. When in the 1830s the 
Austrians prepared a tourist route, they joined 
the twin chambers with a ten-metre tunnel. 
They also built wooden stairs anda platform, and 
filled the bottom of the chamber with brine. 
Particularly attractive was passing through the 





tunnel, with the accompaniment of fireworks and 
the music played by the Saline orchestra. In the 
1890s the roof of the working was strengthened 


The Józef Piłsudski 
Chamber (1819-1830) 
with a brine lake and 
the figure of St. John 
Nepomucen (1829). 


with the basket casing. Of interest in the chamber 
is also the nineteenth-century figure of St. John 
Nepomucen, the patron of the drowning. 


THE CROSSING OF THE KAZANÓW 
LONGITUDINAL GALLERY 
WITH THE PONIATOWSKI TRAVERSE 


From the beginning of the route 1.620 km, Kazanów between floor, depth 124.3m 


From 1772, after the First Partition of Poland, 
the Wieliczka mine was under Austrian 
administration. In order to maximise the 
revenuefromthemine,thenewadministrators 
changed the legal and administrative status 
ofthe Salina, and modernised the equipment. 
Old workings were set in orderand protected, 
and newly discovered salt deposits were 
methodically exploited. It consisted in ex- 
cavating new galleries according to the 
configuration of the deposit. Galleries from 
east to west (along the deposit) were called 
longitudinal; those from north to south 
(crosswise the deposit) were called traverse. 

In he 1870s the mechanical exploitation 
of the deposit began, and gunpowder was 
used. Holes were drilled initially with hand 
drills, and then pneumatic and electric 
ones. Undercutting was done by hand or 


mechanically, with wheel-drills. Then salt 
was extracted in to ways: by blasting, or by 
blasting and undercutting. 

Changes involved also the devices used 
for horizontal and inclined drift transport. 
The crossing displays machinery used in 
underground horizontal transport. On the 
left is the Ldag 05 model, a contemporary 
electric locomotive powered by battery. It was 
used in passengers and cargo transportation, 
depending on the type of carts attached: 
mining carts would be employed for carrying 
salt, whereas wooden carts for transportation 
of long wooden or metal items, such as pipes or 
rails. The locomotive would also pull platform 
carts, tipping wagons, etc. On the right is a 
battery locomotive of the Karlik type from the 
1950s. Both exhibits come from the Austria 
Longitudinal Gallery (floor five). 


29 





THE STANISLAW STASZIC CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 1.650 km, Kazanów between floor, 
depth 124.7 m 


‘Stanisław Staszic — versatile man of the 
Polish Enlightenment, outstanding 
geologist’ says the inscription at the bust 
carved in rock-salt by the miner sculptor 
Antoni Wyrodek in 1964. Stanistaw Staszic 
(1755-1826) visited the salt mine in 1790. 


Initially the chamber was 50 metres high, 
and now, after filling in the lower part, it is 
36 metres high. Salt was excavated here in 
the second half of the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. On the side walls the 
marks of old mining techniques can be seen. 
In 1944 the Nazis tried to start here an 
assembly plant with aircraft parts. In the 
underground plant Polish Jews were 
employed. The Soviet offensive forced the 
Germans to dismantle the plant. The workers 
were killed in death camps, such as Bełżec. 

In 2008, to celebrate the thirtieth 
anniversary of the entry of the Wieliczka Salt 





Mine in UNESCO's first World Heritage List, 
Stanistaw Aniot carved a relief inscription in 
the salt wall, including the names of twelve 
other world heritage sites found on the 1978 
list. 

The tourist Route has been adapted to 


the needs of disabled persons, who can 
now visit underground workings. The 
adapted section includes the most 
attractive parts of the mine, such as the 
Chapels of St. Kinga and the Holy Cross, 
and the Erazm Baracz Chamber. In 2003 in 
the Stanistaw Staszic Chamber a panoramic 
lift was installed to provide transport 
between the scenic terrace in the upper 
part of the chamber (depth 100 m) and the 
bottom (ca 125 m). Here, from a post office 
kiosk visitors can send postcards with the 
stamp which confirms a visit to the salt 
mine. 


The Stanistaw 
Staszic Chamber 
(1871-1914) the 
tallest on the To- 
urist Route 


The Poniatowski 
Traverse, rock-salt 
sculpture of the 
Warden of the 
Wieliczka mine 
(Mieczystaw Klu- 
zek and Piotr Cho- 
lewa, 1968) 





THE WARDEN 


From the beginning of the route 1.700 km, Kazanów between floor, depth 124.7 m 


The lord of the Wieliczka underground, the 
guardian ofthe salt treasure, appears to visitors 
in a niche carved in the Poniatowski Traverse. 
For centuries miners believed in the good spirit 
of the mine, who warned them of the danger 
of fire, caving or explosion. When in some area 


The Warsaw 
Chamber (19* c.) 
is used for cultural, 
sports and other 
events 





of the mine ‘He’, that is, the Warden appeared, 
they had to withdraw to a safe place. 

The group showing such a meeting of 
the Warden with miners was carved by the 
miner sculptors Mieczystaw Kluzek and Piotr 
Cholewa in 1968. 
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THE SPORTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND CATERING CENTRE 
THE WITOLD BUDRYK CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 1.800 km, Kazanów between floor, depth 123.1 m 


Having walked almost 2 km along the Tourist 
Route, visitors can rest and take a meal in the 
restaurant in the Witold Budryk Chamber. This 
working resulted from excavating a bed of red 
bronze salt, under the Austrian admini- 


stration. The method used was cutting by 
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The Witold Budryk 
Chamber, where 
visitors can rest and 
have a meal after 
underground walk 


hand and blasting, and then cribs and close-set 
timbering were added. The chamber was 
named after Witold Budryk (1891-1958), 
Professor at the Academy of Mining and 
Metallurgy in Cracow, specialistin the problems 


of ventilation and protecting of mines. 


BUDRYKA 





THE WARSAW CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 1.835 km, Kazanów between floor, depth 122.5m 


The Warsaw Chamber is now used for balls 
concerts, sports events and fairs. On the side 
walls the carved dates have been preserved: 
1818 and 1821, which points to the time when 
works were started here. It was excavated 
in the nineteenth century, in the bed of red 
bronze salt. The chamber is impressive by its 
size: 54 m long, 17 m wide and 9 m high. About 
20 000 tons of salt were extracted. 

In 1951 in the chamber the monu- 
ment of miners was placed, carved in 


32 


rock-salt by Stefan Kozik. In 2004, the in- 
teriors in the chambers Warsaw and Vistu- 
la were changed, For visitors, a bar and a 
mezzanine were added, as well as cloak- 
rooms and changing rooms. Modernist 
salt reliefs and chandeliersand mahogany 
floor became a perfect setting for meetings 
and parties. 

In the passage between the Warsaw 
and the Vistula Chambers are kiosks with 
souvenirs. 


THE VISTULA CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route (to the Prinzinger inclined drift) 1.915 km, 
Kazanow between floor, depth 122.9m 


The Vistula Chamber was created in the years 
1959-1966 by broadening a gallery of the 
same name. The dates carved in the walls, 
1819 and 1820, indicate the time when it 
was begun and stages in the mining works. 


Here groups are formed which go to 
see the underground exposition of the 
Wieliczka Saline Museum, or to pass to the 
Danitowicz Shaft Bottom, to the lift to the 
surface. 


THE PRINZINGER INCLINED DRIFT 


From the beginning of the route 1.915 km, Kazanów between floor (top) 
and floor three (bottom), depth 122.9 m (top) and ca 135 m (bottom) 


It was created in the late nineteenth century, 
and at the time of World War | stairs were 
added. Having gone down, visitors find 
themselves in the Antonia Gallery, on floor 
three (135 m underground). The plaque and 
inscription commemorate the transfer of the 
ashes of the poet Juliusz Stowacki to Wawel 
Cathedral, and naming after him floor three in 
1927. The bust of the poet, by the miner sculptor 


Piotr Kowalczyk, has been there since 2002. 

Walking towards the Danitowicz Shaft, we 
pass the JAN HALUSZKA CHAMBER, closed to 
visitors. It is the venue for concerts, , special 
meetings and conferences. It was visited, 
among others by Presidents of Poland Lech 
Watesa and Aleksander Kwasniewski, U.S. 
President George Bush and NATO Secretary 
General Javier Solana. 


ST. JOHN'S CHAPEL 


From the beginning of the route 1.950 km, floor three, depth 135 m 


St. John’s Chapel (known also as the Holy Cross 
Chapel) was originally situated in the Lipowiec 
Chamber, on floor one, depth 64 m. 

It is considered the finest timber chapel in 
the mine. Two inscriptions have survived 
which contain information on the year of its 
foundation and its builders: ‘Lepiarski built 
this chapel in 1859’ and ‘A: Nürnberger 
Steiger painted it in 1859’. The chapel has a 
semicircular timber vaulting, partly fitted into 
the rock-salt wall. On the vault is the poly- 
chromy showing the Holy Trinity. 

In the high altar is a fine crucifix, placed 
against a polychromy showing a symbolic 


representation of Jerusalem. The chapel 
decoration and fittings were strongly in- 
fluenced by the church of the Franciscan 
Reformati Brothers. 

From Christmas Eve 1859 until the 
foundation of St. Kinga’s Chapel in 1896, St 
John's Chapel was the most important sacral 
place in the mine, where solemn services 
were celebrated. 

In 2005, owing to the efforts of the 
‘Wieliczka’ Salt Mine and the foundation 
Magnum Sal, the chapel was transferred to 
a chamber on floor three (Juliusz Słowacki) 
and included into the tourist route. The new 
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St. John’s Chapel (1859) transferred from floor | 


place and the conservation works saved the 
chapel from gradual destruction and brought 
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it to the visitors’ attention, as they can now 
admire its beauty. 


THE IZABELA CHAMBER 


From the beginning of the route 2.095 km, floor three, depth 136 m 


The Izabela Chamber is the last chamber 
on the Tourist Route and very special, as it 
was excavated in a bed of very clear salt. It 
usually made very thin layers, difficult to 
locate and exploit. The chamber is important 
for geologists, for on its walls is visible the 


deposition of strata dip heading to the 
south, which corroborates the theory that 
the orogenetic process at the time of the 
uplift of the Carpathian Mountains was 
crucial for the formation of the Wieliczka 
salt deposit. 


THE DANILOWICZ SHAFT BOTTOM 


From the beginning of the route 2.265 km, floor three, depth 135.6 m 


The shaft bottom on floor three is the place 
from which visitors get to the surface by a 
four-storey lift, which takes nine persons 
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on each level (36 altogether). The lift moves 
with the speed 4 m/s. According to the old 
tradition of erecting altars at shaft bottoms, 


a modern painting by Piotr Moskal was 
placed here, which shows St. Kinga, the 
patroness of miners. On both sides of the 
painting, in symmetrical niches are the 
figures of St. Francis and St. Clare, carved in 


linden wood by the miner sculptor Pawet 
Janowski. Underground chapels, figures of 
saints and the words ‘Godspeed’ at each 
meeting and leave taking , reflect great 
piety of the people working underground. 


THE TOWN OF WIELICZKA 
AND ITS HISTORIC BUILDINGS 


Wieliczka, known in the Middle Ages as 
Magnum Sal (Great Salt), received its charter 
in 1290. Its history, over seven centuries 
long, has been connected with the mine 
and production of salt. The close links of 
the town and the mine are reflected in the 
arms of Wieliczka, showing a hammer and 
two pickaxes. 

However, the town itself boasts fine 
historic buildings and works of art, which are 
worth visiting, in order to savour the beauty 
of this ancient royal town. 

Wieliczka was settled according to the 
German Law under Duke Przemysł II, when 
the urban plan was outlined. The preserved 
chessboard plan was adopted in the reign of 
King Casimir the Great (14"" c.). At that time 
defensive walls were built, which had 29 
towers and two fortified gates. 

A characteristic feature of this mining 
town are the shaft rowers and shaft tops, 
which were once made of wood but in the 
nineteenth century were built of brick. The 
shaft tops Daniłowicz, Regis, Górsko and St. 
Kinga's have survived. 

Owing to the high historic value of its 
urban plan and architecture, Wieliczka 
was entered on the Polish List of Historic 
Heritage in 1977 (No A-447). 


Now Wieliczka covers the area of ca 13.4 
square kilometers and has almost twenty 
thousand inhabitants. In 1998 a pedestrian 
tract was built between the Daniłowicz 
Shaft and the town centre, for visitors who 
would like to see the most interesting sites 
in Wieliczka. 
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The Saline Castle 
(13% — 19" c.) 
The Saline Castle 
complex, which in- 
cludes the North 
Castle, House in the 
Salina, South Castle with the remains of 
town fortifications (a tower and parts of the 
walls) is an unique complex of a defensive 
administrative centre. Its integral part is the 
Saline Garden, recently restored on the basis 
of the maps made by J. E. Nilson in 1766. It 
consists of two terraces, the lower one with 
fourteen beds, and the upper one, separated 
with a stone wall. The Saline Castle was for 
centuries the seat of the salt mine mana- 
gement. It was visited by Polish kings and their 
guests and officials, who wanted to see the 
mine. The Castle was considerably damaged 
in 1945, and was restored to its former glory 
by revalorisation in the years 1976-1994. Now 
it houses the Cracow Saline Museum. 
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The parish Church of 
St. Clement (partly 14" c 
and 17% - 19% ¢), 

The parish Church of 
St. Clement, the patron 
of miners, built at the turn 
of the 13 and 14" c. has 
not survived. The present 
church was built in the 
19" c. after the design by Józef Lebzeltern. 
Its fine 17% c. Morsztyn burial chapel is 
decorated by stuccoes by Baltasare Fontana. 
The 17" c. belfry was founded by King 
John III Sobieski. The church treasury holds 
an impressive collection of religious art, 
including a 15" c. gilded monstrance. 





The complex of 
+ the Franciscan Re- 
formati Fathers, 
of the Stigmata of 
St. Francis of Assisi 

= (17-20 c.) 

_ The complex of the church and the monastery 
was built in 1623-1626 and founded by King 
Sigismund lll Vasa. The Baroque church was the 
first brick church of the Franciscan Reformati 
Fathers in the Province of Matopolska. It was 
rebuilt after fire in the 18" c. In 1992-1994, 
after the disastrous leaks in the mine, it 
was thoroughly restored. It contains a rich 
collection of paintings including the altar 
painting of St. Kinga of 1807, and the 17" c 
painting of Our Lady the Gracious. The church 
is a sanctuary of Our Lady the Gracious and a 
centre of veneration of Brother Alojzy Kosiba. 
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The larch-wood Church 
of St. Sebastian was con- 
secrated in 1598 by Car- 
dinal Jerzy Radziwitt. It 
was extended in the 18* c. 
and its interior was furni- 
shed in the Baroque style. 
In 1906 Włodzimierz Tetmajer painted a poly- 
chromy in the Art Nouveaux style. 


Apart from these objects, open to visitors, of 
interest are the following buildings: 


— the Town Hall, 
builtin the 19" c. on 
the site of the 13* c. 
8 Church and Hospital 
ZZA Ofthe Holy Spirit; 
-theNeo-Gothicbuild- > 
ing of Sztygarówka > 
(1898) built for the 
School of Mining and 
the Saline Museum; 





— the Konopka Man- 
sion, 18" c. Neo-Clas- 
sical residence of a 
merchant family; 


Ta 
-the Przychocki Man- kiza 
sion atthe Upper Mar- 
ket, built in the 2"¢ half 
of the 18" c.; 





_ The Cloth Hall’ at 
the Lower Market, 
with a characteristic 
fasade and pillared 
cloisters (19% — 20" c.) 
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SPECIAL OFFER 


mainly for groups and booked in advance 





EVENTS AND CATERING. In the underground rock salt chambers Warsaw, Budryk, Haluszka, Haluszka 
II, Drozdowice (and in the Chapels of St. Kinga and St. John) conferences are organised, as well as 
various sports of events, banquets, balls, concerts and weddings. The excellent menu, includes the 
traditional Polish dishes and is prepared in our underground restaurant, Karczma sztygarska. 
Also tourists may have a meal there after visiting the mine. The Wieliczka Night is a dinner party 
which follows the tradition of the miners’ beer inn. A lot of humour, competitions, various tasks and 
delicious food guarantee great fun. Explore the mine at night and The Underground Venture 
are the new offers for those who enjoy daring experiences and want to test their abilities in various 
tasks and competitions. 


EVENTS. The salt undergrounds are also the space for art. Exhibitions, theatre, opera and operetta 
performances. 


THE MINE FOR THE CHILDREN. With the youngest visitors in mind, the mine prepared several offers 
which combine education and fun: ‘Be an explorer of the depth of the mine’ and ‘Santa Claus of the 
mine’, ‘The Carnival ball with the Warden’ and ‘Santa Claus in the salt undergrounds.’ 


‘GOD BLESS’ PILGRIMS’ ROUTE. For centuries, Wieliczka miners have believed that patron saints 
protect them, so they devoted underground chapels, sculptures and paintings to them. The Pilgrims’ 
Route includes the Tourist Route and a fragment of the underground exhibition of the Krakow Salt 
Mine Museum, with special emphasis on the places of worship inside the Wieliczka mine. Pilgrims 
have a chance to pray, and also to attend a Mass (if a reservation has been made beforehand) in the 
most beautiful wooden St. John’s Chapel, 135m below the ground level. 


THE SECRETS OF WIELICZKA'S MINE. This exciting tour outside the Tourist Route takes about 4 
hours. It is intended for those choosing an active lifestyle, looking for unusual challenges and willing 
to learn. Equipped with helmets, miners’ lamps and carbon monoxide canisters, visitors descend into 
the salty maze using the miners’ lift in the St. Kinga Shaft. The route runs through a fragment of the 
mine on floors one, two (lower) and three, with a number of interesting spaces excavated mostly in 
the 19th century, numerous geological exposures illustrating the structure of the deposit, its history, 
mineralogy, sedimentology, and tectonics. 


MEDICAL SERVICES. In the Teodor Wessel Lake Chamber (135 m underground), at a small salt lake, 
operates the Underground Medical and Rehabilitation Centre. The specific micro-climate is of very 
high bacteriological purity, and a high rate of sodium chloride and magnesium and calcium ions in 
the air is particularly recommended for persons suffering from asthma, allergy and upper respiratory 
problems and metabolic disorders. Treatment has the form of active rehabilitation during organised 
sessions under the care of medical personnel. Health lesson — is an offer joining elements of health 
promotion, prophylactics, recreation and relaxation in the salt chambers. The Centre also organises 
night treatment stays. 
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